
Diesterweg-Scholarship Hamburg 

 

Helping parents to support the educational career of 

their children 

The Diesterweg-Scholarship is the first family scholarship programme in 

Germany which helps talented children to transfer to secondary school and 

supports their parents as well. Language and social reasons make it sometimes 

hard for parents to support their children the way how they want to support 

them. The Diesterweg-Scholarship Hamburg directly addresses this issue and 

strengthens children as well as their parents together. 

During two years the scholarship students explore education and culture in 

Hamburg together with their parents and brothers or sisters. The programme 

includes trips to museums, libraries and the university. There are holiday 

courses on language, natural sciences and technics, literature and media, 

theatre, art and music. The scholarship also includes financial aid for the 

purchase of learning materials. At the same time parents will be strengthened 

so that they can better support their children throughout their school career. 

They learn about the educational system of Hamburg and get to know how 

they can get involved inside and outside school. If requested families can get a 

volunteer family mentor as contact. 

 

The power of the family 

Good family relationships and shared activities have a positive effect on the 

development of children. Parents who actively participate in social life are 

encouraging examples for their children. The parental interest and support at 

home will enable children to make the most of their educational opportunities. 

We hereby explore new avenues. 

The Diesterweg-Scholarship Hamburg 

 enables children to get a good school education according to their talent. 

 helps parents to give their children the best possible support. 

 brings people together from different cultures and backgrounds. 

 builds bridges beyond the boundaries of neighbourhoods. 

The scholarship ist tested. The „Patriotische Gesellschaft von 1765“ 

(„Patriotic Society of 1765“) has adopted the concept from ist affiliate: The 

Diesterweg-Scholarship Programme has been developed by the foundation 

“Stiftung Polytechnische Gesellschaft Frankfurt am Main” (“foundation 

Polytechnical Society Frankfurt am Main”). This foundation already offers the 



family scholarship programme for the third time. The result is convincing: 

children grow in confidence, have more trust in themselves and participate 

more in class. Parents will be able to better help their children to learn and they 

will become more actively involved in school activities. 

 

The six pillars 

„Academy Days“ 

The scholarship students will explore the educational, cultural and recreational 

offerings of Hamburg. This includes trips to museums, libraries, to the 

university, the botanical garden, the zoo and to the Hamburg harbour. 

Holiday courses 

Age-appropriate courses awaken the interest of children for the German 

language, natural sciences and technics, literature and media, theatre, art and 

music. 

Meetings for parents and children 

Discussion sessions for parents about the educational system in Hamburg, 

educational issues and society. At the same time scholarship students will be 

offered language training by a teacher and the students will prepare the 

„academy days“ and evaluate them afterwards. During this time brothers or 

sisters will be looked after by two experienced educators. 

Consultation hours 

Individual counselling and support regarding all school issues. 

Education fund 

Parents will be able to apply for 600 euro per year for purchases for their 

children’s education, such as books and other media, for courses or extra 

tuition. 

Family mentors 

If requested families can get a volunteer family mentor as contact. These 

family mentors help the families to support their children, for instance by 

helping with homework or accompanying the parents to school appointments. 

 

We strengthen children and their parents 

At the beginning of the school year 2012/13 the Diesterweg-Scholarship 

Hamburg will be awarded for the first time to fourth grade primary-school 

pupils for the duration of two years at temporarily ten partner schools. 



Fifteen children have been selected who have the talent and potential for 

higher education but who would have problems in the German educational 

system for language or social reasons to transfer to secondary school. 

All parents are willing to support the educational career of their children and 

require support and advice in this respect. 

The ten partner schools are situated in the east of Hamburg. They already have 

experience with the cooperation between teachers and parents and are always 

willing to listen to issues and questions of the neighbourhood. 

The children have been recommended for the scholarship by their class 

teachers. Following in-depth personal interviews with the families conducted 

by a selection committee, an independent jury has reached a selection decision 

with the involvement of the „Beratungsstelle besondere Begabung“ 

(“counselling centre for special talents”). The Diesterweg-Scholarship 

Hamburg is evaluated and technically supported by an academic advisory 

council. 

 

 

 

Your contacts 

Project management 

Christiane Mettlau, project leader, family and school counsellor, and Ibrahim 

Özdemir, project assistant, lawyer, co-founder of a company together with 

fellow students. 

 

Education and counselling 

Ulrike Carmen von der Meden, art teacher, systemic family counsellor, and 

Canan Akdogan, Bachelor of Arts,  pedagogy and psychology. 

 

Child care for brothers and sisters 

Leyla Gedik, child carer. 

 

 

 

Contact and further information 

Christiane Mettlau 

Project leader 

Telephone: 040 - 37 50 18 24 

Mobile: 0163 - 641 63 98 

mettlau@patriotische-gesellschaft.de 
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»If children from different backgrounds sit next 

to each other […], they can learn tolerance and 

humanity.« 

As a young teacher Adolph Diesterweg (1790 – 1866) saw the misery of child 

labour in the factories in 1818. He therefore became a fighter for the right to 

education and compulsory education for all children. 

 

 

Voices from the  Diesterweg-families 

»We are working much and long hours. The money is often not enough. We 

therefore sometimes feel trapped in daily routine. The Diesterweg-Scholarship 

gives us and our children new suggestions.«A father 

»I am looking forward to the Diesterweg-Scholarship. It is like a new door has 

opened up.«A mother 

»I would like to participate in the Diesterweg-Scholarship Programme 

because I want to learn more. I want to learn new exciting things and do not 

want to make things I already know, as this is boring.«A child 


